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s 

1 - An apparatus for controllably generating sparks, the apparatus comprising, in 


Art Unit: 2821 
Examiner: Philogene, H. 


combination: 


UT a spark generating device; 

~ r at least two output stages connected to the spark generating device, each of the output 

p stages including: (1) an energy storage device to store energy; (2) a controlled switch for 

j;J* selectively discharging the energy storage device; and (3) a network for transferring the 

11 energy discharged by the energy storage device to the spark generating device; 
jp means for charging the energy storage devices and at least partially isolating the 

jSy 

energy storage device of each output stage from the energy storage devices of the other 
output stages; and, 

a logic circuit connected to the controlled switches of the at least two output stages for 
selectively triggering the output stages to transfer their stored energy to the spark generating 
device to generate a spark. 
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